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Historical Relations between Hungary and the US
Introduction
The United States and Hungary enjoy a bilateral relationship, and their diplomatic relationship dates back to about a century ago. The two countries have many differences among them ranging from population size to their systems of government. The kingdom of Hungary was part of the Austrian Empire until 1867 when it became part of the Austria-Hungary dual monarchy until 1918. The US diplomatic relationship with Hungary was then carried out via the US ambassador to Austria. Following the disbanding of the dual monarchy after WW1, the US and Hungary created a bilateral relationship through a delegation in Budapest established in 1921. Since then, the relationship between the two countries has experienced several setbacks but has progressed (Lorinczi, 1982). This paper will analyze the historical relationship between the two countries up to 2016. The paper will further analyze the relations between Hungary and the United States of America under the current administration. 
Discussion
As earlier stated, the relations between Hungary and the US dates back to the early 1900s when Hungary was still a member of the Austria-Hungary dual monarchy, and currently, the two countries enjoy bilateral relations. The first appointment of the US ambassador to Hungary was made in 1922. However, their diplomatic relations were broken up at the commencement of the Second World War when Hungary cut off its relations with America on December 11, 1941. Hungary took this step when America declared war on Germany, and forty-eight hours later, it declared war on the US. The US embassy was shut down, and the diplomatic staffs were forced to return to the US. However, in December 1945, normal bilateral relations were taken up again, and a new ambassador was appointed after reopening of the embassy. The relations between the two countries following the commencement of the Second World War were affected by the occupation of Hungary by the Soviet armed forces, but the full diplomatic relations were resumed at the legation level in 1945 before the signing of the Hungarian peace treaty (Kalleberg & Stark, 1993).
After the Soviets took over Hungary between 1947 and 1948, the relations between the US and Hungary became tenser by the nationalization of the American-owned property and what the US perceived as improper treatment of its personnel and citizens, and the restrictions on the operations of its legation. Although the relations worsened further after the repression of the Hungarian Revolution in 1956, a change of ambassadors in 1966 opened up a new period of improving relations. Later, a conclusion of a consular convention in 1972 provided consular protection to American citizens in Hungary. A bilateral agreement reached in 1973 settled the nationalization claims of the US citizens, and on January 6, 1978, American returned the Holy Crown of Hungary, which it had safeguarded since the end of the Second World War. This move symbolically marked the start of excellent relations between the two nations. Another bilateral trade agreement signed in 1978 extended a most-favored-nation status to Hungary. As a result, scientific and cultural exchanges among them were extended (Marácz, 2012). As Hungary started pulling away from the orbit of the Soviet, the US started offering them expertise and support to help set up a democratic political system, constitution, as well as a framework for a free market economy.
The support for East European Democracy Act between 1989 and 1993 saw the US offer more than $137 million for private-sector development and reconstruction of the economy (Scott-Smith, 2012). Since then, the American-Hungarian Enterprise Fund has provided technical assistance, equity capital, as well as loans to boost the development of the private sector. Also, the US government has offered financial and expert assistance for developing modern and Western institutions in several policy areas such as healthcare, education, environmental regulations, free media, law enforcement, as well as national security. So far, the US direct investment has had a direct, positive effect on the sustained excellent bilateral relations as well as the economy of Hungary. Hungary became a formal ally of the US in April 1999 when it acceded to NATO. This move has gained much support from the Hungarian-American community. The American government also facilitated the accession of Hungary to the EU (European Union) in 2004 and had consistently worked with it as an invaluable partner in the transatlantic relationship. In 2008, the US also facilitated Hungary to join the Visa Waiver Program (Marácz, 2012).
As a member of both NATO, OSCE, and EU Hungary works closely with the US to achieve international mutual objectives, in particular in the energy, economic, law enforcement, as well as security areas. They both have a shared commitment to reduce threats posed by nuclear proliferation and terrorism, to promote fundamental freedom and human rights, and uphold the rule of law. The two nations are bound together through academia, arts, people-to-people contracts in a trade, and other domains. The US ceased assisting Hungary to promote a free market economy and democratic institutions after it joined the EU; however, it is among the big investors in Hungary. While the bilateral relations remained stable, things changed a little during president Obama administration as it largely seemed to be out of favor for Hungarian president, appearing to avoid high-level, bilateral contacts as a way of punishment for his slithery authoritarian tendencies (Scott-Smith, 2012). Nevertheless, Hungary remained optimistic about their relations as the regime of the Democrats appeared to be coming to an end. 
Hungary and US Relations under the Current Administration
As earlier discussed in the previous part of this paper, the Hungarian relations with the US were becoming a little shaky under Obama's regime. The Obama administration was largely out of favor for Hungarian president, appearing to avoid high-level, bilateral contacts as a way of punishment for his slithery authoritarian tendencies. Most American diplomats criticized the Hungarian move of cracking down on civil society, and so did Obama himself. However, the current administration is turning around, signaling new engagement with Hungary. This pivoting by Trump administration has worried many activists of democracy and the rule of law (Parrish, 2018). However, others propose that the approach of Obama of trying to isolate Mr. Orban failed and had created opportunities for Chinese and Russian influence (Swanson, 2018). 
The current US administration has made no secret of its liking for Hungarian leadership yet the praise has in some cases gone out of step with the administration's policies. However, the US policy appears to favor Hungary. The relations between the two countries seem to be improving more in the current administration as compared to the previous administration. The US views Hungary as a natural ally, and its part, Hungary has maintained its position as an ally and has not joined other European countries who are criticizing the US for various reasons. As it is, Hungary has maintained a balanced approach to the US domestic and foreign policy decisions and has refrained from any comment or criticism. In a way, the political approaches of the Hungarian government and the current American administration are exceptionally similar, and both consider safeguarding the security of their citizens as a top concern (Parrish, 2018). 
The two countries have continued to cooperate on extremely important foreign policy issues, which include relation to achieving fair international approach as well as relation to UN reforms. The two countries also continue to cooperate in fighting against terrorism and illegal immigrants, as well as in the interest of protecting Christian communities internationally. America also remains the largest investor in Hungary. Most importantly, the two countries are working closely in various foreign policies, which include national defense.
Personal Opinion based on Research
While Hungary seems to be interested in a realistic, calm and considerate foreign policy, the relations between it and the US is likely to remain excellent for a longer time. However, there appear to be some uncertainties after the end of the Republican administration in the United States. Due to the current situation whereby the Democratic members of Congress are criticizing President Trump for his fondness to the Hungarian leader, this may create some problems in the future. Also, Obama's strategy of trying to isolate Mr. Orban failed and had created opportunities for Chinese and Russian influence (Scott-Smith, 2012). Any influence of China and Russia on Hungary may constraint the relations between it and the US. As it happened before during the Second World War, the relations were interrupted due to Soviet's armed forces occupying Hungary (Swanson, 2018). And this may happen again if Russia will hold a strong influence on Hungary. However, in my personal opinion, I believe that the US is using Hungary like it is using other nations in Europe to divide the EU. If this happens to be true, more problems may emerge in the future.
Conclusion
The United States and Hungary enjoys a bilateral relationship, and their diplomatic relationship dates back to about a century ago when Hungary was still a member of the Austria-Hungary dual monarchy. However, their diplomatic relations were broken up at the commencement of the Second World War when Hungary cut off its relations with America. However, in December 1945, normal bilateral relations were taken up again. Since then, several developments have taken place that has solidified the relations between the two countries. As a member of both NATO, OSCE, and EU Hungary works closely with the US to achieve international mutual objectives, in particular in the energy, economic, law enforcement, as well as security areas. Things changed a little during president Obama administration as it largely seemed to be out of favor for Hungarian president, appearing to avoid high-level, bilateral contacts as a way of punishment for his slithery authoritarian tendencies. Nevertheless, Hungary remained optimistic about their relations as the regime of the Democrats appeared to be coming to an end. The current US administration is turning around, signaling new engagement with Hungary, and the two countries are presently working closely in various foreign policies, which include national defense.
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